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May 2016  
Synoptic Weather Pattern 

The mean synoptic pattern for the month of May 2016 was characterized by ample upper level ridging over the 
Gulf of Alaska, much of Western Canada, Alaska and the Arctic Sea. There was a small, relatively weak area of 
lower than normal heights over southern California, Arizona and northern Mexico. Much of the Pacific Northwest 
had above normal heights on average through the month of May. 
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May 2016 Detailed Upper Level 
Pattern Analysis 

 The first two and a half weeks 
of May featured a strong, 
anomalous upper level ridge 
centered just off the Pacific 
Coast, extending into the 
Pacific NW. 
 

 The last 10 days of the month 
saw the upper level ridge relax 
and shift further west, but 
overall  heights were still near 
to slightly above average across 
Oregon and Washington. 



Top 10 May Record Warm 
 Daily Minimum Temperatures 

City Rank May 2016 
 Min T 

Current or 
previous May 
Min T Record 

Dayville, OR #5 60 on 5/7 63 on 5/30/2015 

Redmond, OR #5(T) 56 on 5/7 58 on 5/31/2009 

Moxee City, WA #9(T) 59 on 5/6 72 on 5/27/1947 



Top 10 Record Warmest Average  
Minimum Temperatures for May  

City Rank May 2016 
 Avg Min T 

Current May  
Avg  Min T Record 

Pelton Dam, OR #2 45.4 47.1 in 2005 

Prineville, OR #3 41.5 42.5 in 1897 

Ellensburg, WA #3 47.0 48.2 in 2015 

Hermiston, OR #3 48.1 48.7 in 2005 

Kennewick, WA #3 53.1 53.7 in 1993 

Milton-Freewater, OR #3 52.5 53.2 in 2015 

Mt. Adams RS. WA #3 41.0 42.1 in 1981 

Pasco, WA #4 48.5 50.4 in 1945 



Top 10 Record Warmest Average  
Minimum Temperatures for May (Cont’d)  

City Rank May 2016 
 Avg Min T 

Previous May  
Avg  Min T Record 

Yakima, WA #4 47.8 49.8 in 2015 

La Grande, OR #6 44.1 45.9 in 1993 

Redmond, OR #7 39.3 41.7 in 1958 

Long Creek, OR #7 38.3 43.0 in 1993 

Richland, WA #8 51.0 54.5 in 1958 

The Dalles, OR #8(T) 50.6 52.8 in 1968 

Cle Elum, WA #9 42.2 44.4 in 1993 



Top 10 Record Warmest Average Max 
Temperatures for  May 

City Rank May 2016 
 Avg Max T 

Current or 
Previous May Avg  

Max T Record 

Hermiston, OR #3 77.0 78.4 in 2015 

Pasco, WA #5 78.2 79.8 in 2015 

Easton, WA #5 63.8 70.1 in 2015 

Yakima, WA #6 78.4 81.9 in 1947 

Meacham, OR #8 62.9 66.3 1958 

Ellensburg, WA #8 73.0 77.0 in 1958 



Top 10 Record Warmest Average 
Temperatures for  May 

City Rank May 2016 
 Avg T 

Previous May 
Avg  T Record 

Hermiston, OR #2 62.8 63.3 in 2015 

Easton, WA #2 52.5 57.5 in 2015 

Yakima, WA #4 63.1 65.0 in 1947 

Pasco, WA #5 63.4 64.9 in 1946 

Ellensburg, WA #5 60.0 62.5 in 2015 

Long Creek, OR #7 53.1 56.3 in 1958 

La Grande, OR #7 57.3 59.5 in 1992 

Kennewick, WA #7 65.2 67.5 in 1958 

Redmond, OR #8 54.6 58.0 1958 

Meacham, OR #10 49.6 54.4 1958 



Top 10 Daily May Precipitation Records 

City Rank May 2016 
 Daily Precip 

Current or Previous 
Record Highest  

 Daily May Precip 

Grizzly, OR #1 2.40” on 5/21 1.70” on 5/7/1957 

Hermiston, OR #2 0.59” on 5/04 0.82” on 5/13/2015 

Pasco, WA #3 0.51” on 5/21 0.57” on 5/12/2015 

Redmond, OR #4 0.78” on 5/21 1.14” on 5/21/2015 

Meacham, OR #6 0.95” on 5/14 1.45” on 5/15/2011 

Easton, WA #7 0.82” on 5/21 2.22” on 5/15/2011 

Madras, OR #7 0.90” on 5/22 1.54” on 5/20/1925 

Ellensburg, WA #8 0.63” on 5/21 1.34” on 5/09/2005 

Pendleton (City) #9(T) 0.90” on 5/15 1.92” on 5/20/1994 

Pelton Dam, OR #10 0.55” on 5/22 1.60” on 5/5/2005 



Top 10 Wettest Mays on Record 

City Rank May 2016 
 Monthly Precip 

Record Highest  
May Precip 

Pasco, WA #1 1.52” 1.40” in 2011 

Kennewick, WA #5 1.73” 2.29” in 1962 

Hermiston, OR #7 1.25” 1.83” in 2011 

Grizzly, OR #7 3.44” 5.78” in 1998 

Prineville, OR #7 2.46” 4.40” in 1998 

Ellensburg, WA #8 1.21” 3.15” in 2011 

Redmond, OR #9 1.98” 4.62” in 1998 

Pelton Dam, OR #9 1.41” 4.12” in 1998 

Pendleton Exp Sta. #10 2.61” 4.73” in 1991 

Madras, OR #10 2.05” 5.02” in 1998 





May 4 and 5th  Rain, T’Storms & Wind 
Location Rain Total Peak Wind 

Pendleton, OR 0.17” 54 MPH 

Meacham, OR 0.42” 25 MPH 

Redmond, OR 0.86” 36 MPH 

Pasco, WA 0.23” 33 MPH 

Walla Walla, WA 0.44” 53 MPH 

Yakima, WA 0.02” 22 MPH 

Hermiston, OR 0.59” 57 MPH 

Ellensburg, WA 0.10” 37 MPH 

The Dalles, OR 0.23” 28 MPH 

Easton, WA 0.29” N/A 

Local Storm Reports from May 4th and 5th (UTC time) 



May 14 and 15th Rain, T’Storms & Wind 

Location 2 Day  
Precip 

Peak 
Wind 

Pendleton, OR 0.67” 40 MPH 

Meacham, OR 1.59” 22 MPH 

Redmond, OR 0.27” 36 MPH 

Pasco, WA 0.78” 35 MPH 

Walla Walla, WA 0.79” 32 MPH 

Yakima, WA 0.51” 31 MPH 

Hermiston, OR 0.63” 25 MPH 

Ellensburg, WA 0.38” 29 MPH 

The Dalles, OR 0.15” 32 MPH 

Easton, WA 0.44” N/A 

Local Storm Reports from May 14th  



 May 20 & 21st Heavy Rain, Strong Storms 

 Location 2 Day 
Precip 

Pendleton, OR 0.23” 

Meacham, OR 0.44” 

Redmond, OR 0.84” 

Pasco, WA 0.51” 

Grizzly, OR 2.40” 

Madras, OR 1.60” 

Prineville, OR 1.62” 

Ellensburg, WA 0.71” 

The Dalles, OR 0.12” 

Easton, WA 0.88” 
Local Storm Reports 
May 21st (UTC Time) 



Drought Conditions Update 

The latest drought monitor shows some minor degradation in the drought conditions, with much 
of Oregon now back in the D0, or abnormally dry category. A small portion of southeast Oregon 
is now again categorized as being in the D1, or moderate drought category. 



June Drought Outlook 

The monthly drought outlook from CPC indicates drought persisting across parts of 
southeast Oregon with little or no change expected across the rest of our area through 
the month. 



 Final El Niño Advisory 
 La Niña Development Likely   

 Final El Niño Advisory from the 
Climate Prediction Center. Sea 
Surface Temperature (SST) anomalies 
are decreasing in the tropical Pacific. 
However, an area of +0.5 to +1.0°C 
anomalies are still present. 

 A La Niña watch is also in effect, as 
La Niña is now favored to  develop 
during the Northern Hemisphere 
Summer, with about a 75% chance for 
La Niña development by the 
fall/winter 2016-2017. 

 



Current Snow Water Equivalent 

Current snow water equivalent (SWE) is now running below average across the much of the Pacific 
Northwest, due to the warmer than average conditions in April & May. The basin running closest to 
average currently are the Wallowa Mountains which are near 92 percent of average to date. 



Oregon Current Snow 
Water Equivalent 

May 2nd 2016 1 to 85 percent of  
average SWE 

 

June 8th  2016: 1 to 92 percent of  
average SWE 



Washington Current Snow  
Water Equivalent 

May 2nd 2016: 54 to 96 percent of  
average SWE 

 

June 1st  2016: 1 to 68 percent of  
average SWE 





June Temperature Outlook 
This graphic is issued by the 
Climate Prediction Center or CPC 
and is the Temperature Outlook for 
the month of June.  The cool colors 
indicate a greater chance of below 
normal temperatures and the 
warm colors represent a greater 
chance of above normal 
temperatures. The time period for 
the normals runs from 1981-2010.  
Most of the Inland Pacific 
Northwest has a 60+ percent 
chance for above average 
temperatures in the month of June. 
This higher probability for warmth 
extends down the entire West 
Coast into California, north to 
most of Alaska, and east to 
Montana. There are higher 
probabilities for below average 
temperatures across Texas 
northward into the central Plains. 



June Precipitation Outlook 
This graphic is CPC's Precipitation 

Outlook for the month of June. The 

green colors represent a greater 

chance of above normal precipitation, 

and the brown colors represent a 

greater chance of below normal 

precipitation. All of Oregon and 

Washington have equal chances for 

above, below or near normal 

precipitation in the month of June. 

There are higher chances for above 

average precipitation over southwest 

Alaska, much of Texas and parts of 

the Northeast/Great Lakes. There are 

higher chance for below average 

precipitation over the Tennessee and 

Mid-Mississippi River Valleys. Please 

remember that these are probabilities 

of averages, and that the day-to-day 

weather will still vary for the month .  

  

  




